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“Right” Things

for

“Left-Brainers”

Interdisciplinary Nature of Innovation
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Bridge to the Future. Can We Build It?
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Driver of Innovation: Think or… Feel?
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Intuitive

Perception of “new”:
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What Is Innovation?

Innovation = Creativity Risk Taking

Dr. Jacqueline Byrd
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Silo Traditions in Higher Education

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Center for Educational Research and Innovation. 

Retrieved December 23, 2006, from http://stats.oecd.org/wbos/default.aspx 

Left-Brainers Right-Brainers
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Disciplinary Borders = Mental Divide
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Innovation Sequence

• New technology

• New application

• New product

• Who is a customer?

• Which technology?

• Product specs

• Business solutions

• Customer needs

LeftLeft--BrainersBrainers RightRight--BrainersBrainers
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Impenetrable Wall or Just Mental Block?
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Top Patent Performers of 2007

1470HEWLETT-PACKARD DEVELOPMENT CO L P10

1476MICRON TECHNOLOGY INC9

1481SONY CORP JP8

1549TOSHIBA CORP JP7

1637MICROSOFT CORP6

1865INTEL CORP5

1941MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO4

1987CANON K K JP3

2725SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO LTD KR2

3148INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORP1

PatentsCompany NameRank

Source: IFI Patent Intelligence 

Who these patents target: Left or Right-Brainers, or both?
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Silo Thinking Hurts Innovation

CULTURAL SILOS

FUNCTIONAL SILOS

DISCIPLINARY SILOS
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Silo Mentality Leads to Silo Behavior

SILO SILO

SILO SILO

SILO SILO
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Breaking the Silo Box

SILO SILO
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Solutions, Solutions, Solutions…

• Management of Technologies

• Technological Entrepreneurship

• Professional Science Master’s

“Synthetic” Programs:
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Think + Feel = Harmony

FunctionsFunctions DisciplinesDisciplines

CulturesCultures
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Perpetual Cycle of Innovation
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Think + Feel = Harmony

INNOVINNOVATIONATION
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Bridge to the Future. Yes, We Can!
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Questions and comments 

are welcome …

As always!


